EXECUTIVE TEAM

Bennett Clark is the President of William Berkele Distillery,
where he oversees daily operations, logistics, and contract
management. With a background in real estate, construction,
development, and coaching, he brings broad industry expertise
and a practical, results-driven leadership style.

Bennett’s strengths in sales, project management, and consulting
have helped guide the company’s growth and operational directives.
A native of Danville, Kentucky, he holds a Bachelor of Arts from
Centre College.

Bennett has lived in Lexington for 20 years and is married with three
daughters. Outside of work, he is an avid golfer and enjoys staying
active in the community.

Vickie Booth is co-managing member for Burnt Tavern
Management with over 40 years of entrepreneur experience.
She has received numerous awards and certifications.

A lifelong resident of Lexington, KY and graduate from the
University of Kentucky, Vickie specializes in skills of
leadership, development and team building.

Vickie enjoys being with family, friends, working out,
reading and 1s always up for a new challenge.
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Royce Blevins is the Lead Founder of William Berkele
Distillery and plays a key role in the planning, development,
and operations of the company. He brings over 20 years of
experience in facilities management, construction, and plant
operations. He holds multiple professional licenses in
plumbing, electrical, and HVAC, and is EPA certified.

Additionally, Royce serves as Senior Manager of Facilities
and Corporate Services at YUM Brands in Louisville, KY.
Previously, he was Facilities Director at the Kentucky
Horse Park, playing a critical role in major events
including the 2010 World Equestrian Games and the
annual Rolex Kentucky 3-Day Event.

In addition to his professional career, Royce is an
accomplished NCAA women’s basketball official.

Royce is a lifelong central Kentuckian and is married
with 4 children.

Tara Lubonovich is the Creative Director for the
William Berkele Distillery, bringing more than two
decades of distinguished expertise in brand identity
development within the spirits and alcohol sector.
She is the visionary behind the comprehensive visual
language of the Burnt Tavern Bourbon brand and
oversees all creative and design touch points that
shape its market presence.

Tara established her career in New York City,
partnering with prominent brand design agencies
before joining Brown-Forman in Louisville, Kentucky,
as a Global Design Director, where she led design
strategy across a diverse, international portfolio.
Since establishing her independent practice in 2013,
she has collaborated with global industry leaders
such as Diageo and Bacardi, while also guiding
emerging ventures in building powerful, competitive
brands for the world stage. Her work has earned

accolades from Communication Arts, Pentawards,
and AdFed, and continues to reach consumers Tara lives in Rome, Italy, with her
in markets around the globe. husband and young son.
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Chip Tate, Master Distiller, is a trailblazer in American
craft distilling. He founded his first distillery in 2008,
combining his passion for fermentation, culinary arts,

and hands-on craftsmanship. With a diverse background in
brewing, IT, physics, and philosophy, Chip brings a unique,
creative, and technical perspective to whiskey making.

As the founder of Balcones Distilling, he hand-built his
copper stills and created award- winning whiskies that have
earned nearly 150 national and international honors,
including Whisky Magazine’s Icon of Whisky and the
World Whiskies Award for Best American Whisky.

Chip continues to push boundaries with bold, tradition-rooted
innovation. Inspired by William Berkele’s centuries-old

bourbon, and the story of Burnt Tavern, Chip used his vision
and wood-finishing expertise to craft this distinct new brand.

CHIP-TATE He lives in Texas with his wife, Rachel, and his two children.
In his free time, he enjoys playing guitar and cooking.

Andrew Blakeman is the Social Media Manager for
William Berkele Distillery, supporting content planning
and post-production for Burnt Tavern Bourbon since
August 2025. A tech-forward marketer, Andrew brings
the perspective of a 23-year-old who actively leverages
emerging tools and platforms—an advantage in a
fast-changing social landscape. He coordinates
creator/UGC collaborations, edits short-form video,
assists with social advertising, and keeps daily execution
aligned to brand voice and current platform trends.

He also has practical experience in product

sourcing and customization.

Previously, Andrew worked at Elite Building Products
in marketing and sales. He graduated in May 2024
from the University of Kentucky with a dual degree
in Marketing and Management.

ANDREW BLAKEMAN

Born and raised in Lexington, he enjoys traveling,

spending time on the water, Kentucky sports, and
staying current with new technology.
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