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Bennett Clark is the President of  William Berkele Distillery, 

where he oversees daily operations, logistics, and contract 

management. With a background in real estate, construction, 

development, and coaching, he brings broad industry expertise 

and a practical, results-driven leadership style. 

Bennett�s strengths in sales, project management, and consulting 

have helped guide the company�s growth and operational directives. 

A native of  Danville, Kentucky, he holds a Bachelor of  Arts from 

Centre College.

Bennett has lived in Lexington for 20 years and is married with three 

daughters. Outside of  work, he is an avid golfer and enjoys staying 

active in the community.

Vickie Booth is co-managing member for Burnt Tavern 

Management with over 40 years of  entrepreneur experience. 

She has received numerous awards and certifications. 

A lifelong resident of  Lexington, KY and graduate from the 

University of  Kentucky, Vickie specializes in skills of  

leadership, development and team building. 

Vickie enjoys being with family, friends, working out, 

reading and is always up for a new challenge.
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Tara Lubonovich i s  the Creat ive  Director  for  the 

Wil l iam Berkele  Dis t i l lery,  br inging more than two 

decades  of  d i s t inguished expert i se  in  brand ident i ty  

development  within the spir i t s  and a lcohol  sector.  

She i s  the v i s ionary behind the comprehens ive v i sual  

language of  the Bur nt  Taver n Bourbon brand and 

oversees  a l l  creat ive  and des ign touch points  that  

shape i t s  market  presence.

Tara es tabl i shed her  career  in  New York City,  

partner ing with prominent  brand des ign agencies  

before jo ining Brown-For man in Louisv i l le,  Kentucky,  

as  a  Global  Des ign Director,  where she led des ign 

s trategy across  a  diver se,  inter nat ional  port fo l io.  

Since es tabl i shing her  independent  pract ice  in  2013,  

she has  col laborated with g lobal  industry  leaders  

such as  Diageo and Bacardi ,  whi le  a l so  guiding 

emerging ventures  in  bui ld ing powerful ,  compet i t ive  

brands for  the world s tage.  Her work has  ear ned 

accolades  f rom Communicat ion Arts,  Pentawards,  

and AdFed,  and cont inues  to  reach consumers  

in  markets  around the g lobe.

Royce Blevins  i s  the Lead Founder of  Wil l iam Berkele  

Dis t i l lery  and plays  a  key role  in  the planning,  development ,  

and operat ions  of  the company.  He br ings  over  20 years  of  

exper ience in  fac i l i t ies  management ,  construct ion,  and plant

operat ions.  He holds  mult ip le  profess ional  l icenses  in  

p lumbing,  e lectr ica l ,  and HVAC, and i s  EPA cert i f ied.

Addit ional ly,  Royce serves  as  Senior  Manager  of  Faci l i t ies  

and Cor porate  Services  at  YUM Brands in  Louisv i l le,  KY. 

Previous ly,  he was  Faci l i t ies  Director  at  the Kentucky 

Horse Park,  p laying a  cr i t ica l  ro le  in  major  events  

inc luding the 2010 World Equestr ian Games and the 

annual  Rolex Kentucky 3-Day Event .

In addi t ion to  his  profess ional  career,  Royce i s  an 

accompl i shed NCAA women�s  basketbal l  o f f ic ia l .

Royce i s  a  l i fe long centra l  Kentuckian and i s  marr ied 

with 4 chi ldren.

EXECUTIVE TEAM

2

ROYCE BLEVINS

TARA LUBONOVICH

Tara l ives  in  Rome,  I ta ly,  wi th her  

husband and young son.



Andrew Blakeman i s  the Socia l  Media Manager  for  

Wil l iam Berkele  Dis t i l lery,  support ing content  p lanning 

and post -product ion for  Bur nt  Taver n Bourbon s ince 

August  2025.  A tech- forward marketer,  Andrew br ings  

the perspect ive  of  a  23-year-old who act ive ly  leverages  

emerging tools  and plat for ms�an advantage in  a  

fas t -changing socia l  landscape.  He coordinates  

creator/UGC col laborat ions,  edi t s  short- for m video,  

ass i s t s  wi th socia l  advert i s ing,  and keeps  dai ly  execut ion 

a l igned to  brand voice and current  p lat for m trends.  

He a l so  has  pract ica l  exper ience in  product  

sourcing and customizat ion.

Previous ly,  Andrew worked at  El i te  Bui ld ing Products  

in  market ing and sa les.  He g raduated in May 2024 

from the Univers i ty  of  Kentucky with a  dual  degree 

in  Market ing and Management .

Bor n and raised in  Lexington,  he enjoys  travel ing,  

spending t ime on the water,  Kentucky sports,  and 

s taying current  wi th new technology.

Chip Tate,  Master  Dis t i l ler,  i s  a  tra i lblazer  in  American 

craf t  d i s t i l l ing.  He founded his  f i r s t  d i s t i l lery  in  2008,  

combining his  pass ion for  fer mentat ion,  cul inary arts,  

and hands-on craf t smanship.  With a  diver se  background in 

brewing,  IT,  phys ics,  and phi losophy,  Chip br ings  a  unique,  

creat ive,  and technical  per spect ive  to  whiskey making.

As the founder of  Balcones  Dis t i l l ing,  he hand-bui l t  h i s  

copper  s t i l l s  and created award-  winning whisk ies  that  have 

ear ned nearly  150 nat ional  and inter nat ional  honors,  

inc luding Whisky Magazine�s  Icon of  Whisky and the 

World Whisk ies  Award for  Best  American Whisky.

Chip cont inues to push boundaries  wi th bold,  t radi t ion-rooted 

innovat ion.  Inspired by Wil l iam Berkele �s  centur ies-o ld 

bourbon,  and the s tory  of  Bur nt  Taver n,  Chip used his  v i s ion

and wood-f in i shing expert i se  to  craf t  th i s  d i s t inct  new brand.

He l ives  in  Texas  with his  wi fe,  Rachel ,  and his  two chi ldren.  

In his  f ree  t ime,  he enjoys  p laying gui tar  and cooking.

EXECUTIVE TEAM

burnttavernbourbon . com 3

CHIP TATE

ANDREW BLAKEMAN


